East Rural Network


Minutes of a meeting of the East Rural Network held on Tuesday 21st July 2009 at
 7:30 p.m. in the Rosins Country Hotel, Pickup Bank

Present
	*Cllr. J. Slater - Chair
	*Mrs. D. Dyer – Secretary

	* Rev T. Dyer – St. Paul’s Church
	*Mrs. T. McCluskey – Treasurer

	*Mr. B. Clarke – Millennium Green
	*Mrs. D. Hornby – Vice-Chair

	*Mr. G. Cooper – Waterside Residents
	*Mr. M. Cooper – Eccleshill Parish Council

	*Mr. M. Skipper – Blacksnape Residents
	*Mr. G. Wild – Pickup Bank Resident

	Mrs. K. Bruce – Bridleway Group
	


*Management Group
	Apologies
	Mrs. P. Smith
	Ms J. Smith


	Officer
	Ms G. Kinloch - Blackburn with Darwen BC


1.0
Minutes of the Previous Meeting

1.1
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th May 2009 were accepted as a correct record, subject to the following amendments:
· The meeting took place on Tuesday, not Wednesday

· Para 3.2 In the penultimate sentence ‘treasure’ should read ‘treasurer’

· Para 4.2 The joint Church/ERYCA summer fair took place on Saturday 4th July, not Sunday 5th July.
2.0
Matters Arising

2.1
Sett End Sign:  The request to re-erect the interpretation board was repeated.  It is unfortunate that the sign has fallen over but the Network has no authority to put it back up.  The matter has been brought to the attention of the land owners and is to be left with them.
2.2
Old Saxon Road: The Network agreed at its meeting of 25th March to submit a letter in support of Darwen & District Bridleway Association’s submission of an Order to modify the definitive map by upgrading the footpath at Heys Lane to bridleway.  A letter has been drafted by the Bridleway Association for the Network to ensure it understands what it is supporting and a copy was tabled at the meeting.  It was agreed the draft should be circulated to all Network members for comment and confirmation that they are happy with the content and purpose.  Responses should be sent to Gwen Kinloch by 7th August.  No response will be taken as agreement with the content of the letter and its submission in support of the Order.
Project Sub Group: It was agreed a sub-group to progress the Old Saxon Road project should be established.  This group will be responsible for finalising the letter of support and submitting to the secretary to send.  Members are Tracy McCluskey (co-ordinator), Diane Hornby, Dilys Dyer and Mick Cooper with Kay Bruce a co-opted member.  The group will set out terms of reference and a framework to guide project development.

2.3
Waterside Road: A meeting of residents has been arranged for 29th July to discuss options for repair and adoption of the road.
2.4
School Path: The school now propose to fence the current path line through their premises and install gates at either end of the length.  Land ownership issues remain to be resolved and the church will be discussing the choice of gate with the school.  It was agreed this was a reasonable compromise.  Network members 
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asked whether this would be a good opportunity to resolve the difficult access around the fenced area at the front of the school?  Terry Dyer agreed to convey the group’s comments to the school.
3.0
Projects

3.1
Local Walks: The walks booklet has now been printed and is being distributed to outlets within and outside of East Rural.  It is also being advertised in local newsletters, including that for Darwen and Rural.  The booklet is being well-received.
It was agreed a .pdf file should be produced and put on appropriate web sites such as the West Pennine Moors, Visit Blackburn, the Millennium Green and Blacksnape Residents.
There was some discussion about the possibility of using the booklets to raise funds for the Network.  They cannot be sold as this would contravene grant conditions; however, donations might be encouraged.  It may be too late with this batch as they soon will all have been distributed.  Options need to be considered should the booklet be reprinted or another one produced.

There is a desire to produce further booklets, perhaps one a year with walks starting from different parts of the area.  Work is already underway on a series of four walks starting at Waterside.  It was agreed the walks sub-group should re-form to progress this project when the groundwork has been done by the Waterside Walks Group.  It is expected to take a year to produce and publish a booklet.  It was agreed the Network should aim to publicise all East Rural walks at the West Pennine Moors Walking Festival in 2010.
3.2
Tram Shelter: The refurbishment work has been done, bar the installation of the weather vane.  The group, however, does not have sufficient funds to pay the contractor.  An interest-free loan has been provided by the Council, reducing the debt to £1,600.  Fund raising efforts are now required to clear the outstanding sum.  Letters requesting assistance have been sent to Janet Anderson MP and Vernon Carus.
A launch and publicity is needed, partly to satisfy grant conditions, partly to celebrate the work done by the Network and re-dedicate the shelter.  Wording on the plaque needs to be finalised and the plaque commissioned.
There is some graffiti on the steps.  It was suggested the Council be approached to remove it.

3.3
Reservoir Fence: Synergy and United Utilities have discussed the situation and have agreed to reinstate the fence along the reservoir.  However, ownership of the part of the length is unknown and needs to be established before anything will go ahead.  Checks will be undertaken at the Council.  It is unlikely any work will be done if the land is owned by the Highway Authority.  The National Grid also needs to be involved to ensure that the gas main is not affected by the works.
3.4
Yate & Pickup Bank Project: Two access gates have been made and one hung.  Some members of the Parish Council are concerned about insurance cover in the event of an injury caused by the gates.  They have been given a verbal assurance by the insurance company that they are covered for such incidents but are not re-assured.  Further work is required to the access before the second gate is hung.

The project is on-going.  Further work is needed at the bottom of the site.  There have been problems with bulbs being stolen and if re-planted these will be in the ground, not in planters.
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3.5
Britain in Bloom: It was agreed that the options under Britain in Bloom should be investigated to see what would be appropriate and achievable in the area.  Diane Hornby will lead a sub-group to develop the project if there is a suitable category and sufficient volunteers can be found to help.  Other members of the sub-group are Tracy McCluskey and Dilys Dyer.

It was noted that some residents are critical of the Hoddlesden-focus of projects.  However, in this case, if other parts of East Rural are to be included then there must also be support from those areas.  The sub-group may co-opt members from these areas as necessary.
3.6
Scarecrow Festival: Dilys Dyer suggested the group consider holding a scarecrow festival, perhaps as part of Britain in Bloom as it is a good way of involving residents and attracting visitors to the area.  It was agreed this should be explored further.
4.0
Network Newsletter & Fund Raising
4.1
A sub-group has been established to produce a quarterly newsletter to publicise the Network’s activities.  It will also be used to publicise fund raising events.  Upcoming events are:
· Coffee Morning

· Race night: 12th September

· Rhino Race Night: 17th October
Letters to potential sponsors need to be sent out and a request was made for donations for the bottle stall and raffle.
The newsletter needs a logo and the proposal is that the children of St Paul’s School are asked to design.  A book token will be offered as a prize.  The proposal has already been submitted to the school Terry Dyer will follow it up.  It is hoped the newsletter will have a logo in time for its next issue in October.

This first issue will be finalised by Diane Hornby and proofread by Bert Clarke.  Dilys Dyer will organise distribution.

5.0
Members’ Updates

5.1
Millennium Green: The annual picnic on the Green was a big success and enjoyed by all.  Claire Bruce, who won Prince’s Awards for achievement and mentoring young people, has nominated the Millennium Green to be the charity to receive the prize money.  A local family has donated a commemorative bench.

5.2
ERYCA: A grant has been secured to upgrade the radiators.  Efforts continue to try to find volunteers to run the youth club.  Members of the computer club now produce a newsletter promoting activities at the centre and other events in the area.  Items for inclusion should be submitted to the Computer Club at the Carus Centre.
5.3
Waterside: A community fun day will be held on 8th August from 1-4 pm.  It is a joint event with Eccleshill Gardens.  It was noted that as Eccleshill is in St James’ Parish Terry Dyer is not always aware of what is going on.  It was agreed he should be sent minutes of meetings to keep him up to date.
6.0
Future Support for the Network

6.1
Gwen Kinloch will no longer be providing support to the Network.  Changes to her job at the Council means she no longer has the capacity to provide support.  This role will now be taken on by Tim Birch, Neighbourhood Manager, Darwen & Rural.
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The support is conditional on the Network undertaking its own administration, including preparation and circulation of agendas and minutes.  Diane Hornby is prepared to take on the role of Minutes SEcretary, although there is a potential clash with her position of Vice Chair should she need to chair meetings.  Some assistance will be available to meet the costs of postage etc.
It is hoped that there will be more contact between the Darwen & Rural Neighbourhood Board and the Network in future as a result of Neighbourhood Management being involved.

Gwen was thanked for her support to the group over the past 8 years.
7.0
Any Other Business

7.1
Village Signs: Businesses have requested Local Services signs and Highways have asked for suggestions on format.  Julie Slater is investigating options for small signs suitable for a rural location.  It is likely there will be 5, one at each of the junctions leading into East Rural.  A contribution towards the costs may be required from the businesses and possibly the Network.
7.2
Vacant Poles: There are a number of poles around the area that no longer have their original signs or fixtures.  Julie Slater will make enquiries about their removal.
7.3
ERYCA Photo & History Exhibition: Pictures and articles depicting the history of the area are being sought for an exhibition.  Contributions, with contact details, should be submitted to Mick Cooper or Bert Clarke.
7.4
Fund Raising Sub-Group: The sub-group will meet on Tuesday 11th August and Wednesday 26th August at 7:30 pm in the Rosins to make arrangements for the forthcoming fund raising events.

Date of Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Network will be held on Tuesday 15th September 2009, 7:30 p.m. at the Rosins Country Hotel, Pickup Bank
Ref: R&E/SPD/GK/ERN
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