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Minutes of a meeting of the East Rural Network held on Wednesday 24th January 2007 at 7:30 p.m. in the Rosins Country Hotel, Pickup Bank

Present
	Councillor J. Slater (Chair)
	Mrs. L. Mason - Eccleshill Gardens Residents Association

	Mrs. D. Dyer – ERYCA
	Mr. M. Taylor – Eccleshill Resident

	Mr. G. Wild – Yate & Pickup Bank Parish Council
	Mr. B. Clarke – Hoddlesden Millennium Green

	Mrs. I. Guy – Eccleshill Resident
	Mr. S. Hartley – Business Representative

	Mr. M. Skipper – Blacksnape Residents’ Association
	Mrs. D. Hornby – Parochial Church Council

	Mrs. T. McCluskey – Hoddlesden Resident
	Mrs. S. Croasdale – Eccleshill Resident


	Apologies
	Rev. G. Mumford


	Officer
	Ms G. Kinloch - Blackburn with Darwen BC


1.0
Minutes of the Previous Meeting
1.1
The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd November 2006 were accepted as a correct record. 
2.0 Matters Arising
2.1
Hoddlesden Bus Shelter: The bus shelter has been cleaned in the past but is looking untidy again.  Mrs. Dyer suggested that an application be made to a fund such as the Heritage Lottery Fund.  It was agreed enquiries should be made.
2.2
Speed Camera: It was noted that a camera had been purchased.

2.3
Eccleshill Gardens Playing Field: The cost of draining the field was queried.  It was noted that additional quotes were being obtained by the Residents’ Association.

2.4
Skateboard Park: The owners of the old chapel site have been asked if they would consider donating the land to the village for use as a youth facility.  The site has been inspected by the police, who consider it to be a suitable site because it is visible from the road and illuminated by street lighting.  Should a scheme go ahead overgrown shrubs would be cut back to improve visibility and prevent the site being misused.

2.5
Wall on Long Hey Lane: It is not known how the dry stone wall at the foot of Long Hey Lane was damaged.  White lines on either side of the road were suggested as a means of keeping vehicles away from the walls.  It was acknowledged, however, that they would have little effect on large vehicles, many of which were delivering goods to the Rosins or to residents in the area.  Repair of the wall falls to the landowner.
2.6
Satellite Navigation Systems: It was noted that the Council’s Public Rights of Way Officer was trying to find out if it was possible for a road to be deleted from a satellite navigation system to prevent Long Hey Lane being used as a short cut, particularly by large vehicles.  As the weight limit on the road is enforceable it was suggested that a note be taken of the company in question and a letter sent to Head Office asking that they avoid the Lane in future.
(Note: The Rights of Way Officer has established that it would be necessary to contact every company currently selling satellite navigation systems.)
2.7
Drains on Long Hey Lane: The drains on the Lane and on Jackson Height Road are in the wrong place and consequently when the weather turns cold the roads ice over very easily.  Councillor Slater reported that she had contacted the
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Environment Department and been reassured that the road was on the gritting rota.  She had requested an additional salt bin for the area and for all existing bins to be repaired and topped up with salt.  Comments regarding the drains, their location and efficacy would be passed on to Highways.

3.0
Network Membership

The list of members who would form the core of the Network was agreed with the following additions and amendments:
· Martyn Skipper would represent Blacksnape Residents Association; and 
· The Eccleshill Parish Council position would remain vacant until the Parish Council had re-organised itself.
It was agreed there should be a youth representative and it was suggested a member of the Millennium Green Youth Group, the Greenies, should be invited to join the Network.  It was also agreed that there should, if at all possible, be a representative from the school and Councillor Slater agreed to speak to the Chair of Governors about the matter.
4.0
Network Plan

4.1
It was agreed that a Network Plan would help to set objectives and measure progress.  The document previously circulated to members would need to be updated, deleting entries that were impracticable or no longer a priority and adding new objectives, for the group.  Members agreed to do this for the next meeting.  It was requested that a means of determining success be given for any objective included in the plan.
4.2
It was suggested that improvements to the footpath between Standhill Farm and the Millennium Green be included in a revised plan.  Issues such as emptying of litter bins, problems with disposal of dog dirt and the new mini-roundabout at Blacksnape might also be included.  It was noted that Councillor Slater has spoken to Highways about the size of the signs warning about the new road layout at Blacksnape and had requested an inspection of Long Hey Lane.

4.3
The plan had been presented to a recent meeting of ERYCA where it was noted that considerable progress had been made against the original objectives for the area.

5.0
Carus Mill

5.1
Outline planning permission has been granted for the redevelopment of the mill site.  Permission is subject to a section 106 agreement relating to affordable and sheltered housing and off-site traffic calming works.  Detailed plans now need to be worked up.  Councillor Slater is meeting the developers in February to discuss their proposals.  Issues that will be raised include connections to the village and wider countryside, the design and construction of the children’s play area, safety considerations around the reservoir and lighting.  When plans have been drawn up they will be displayed in the Community Centre for residents to view and comment upon.
5.2
It was confirmed that a request had been made to the Highway Authority to have a footpath from Johnson New Road through the school to Bayne Street closed.  In view of the number of children already using this as a route to school and the need for a pedestrian connection from the mill development it was hoped the closure would be opposed.
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6.0
Eccleshill Parish Council

6.1
Councillor Slater discovered, by accident
, that Eccleshill Parish Council had effectively folded before Christmas last year when the last 2 Parish Councillors resigned.  No notice of the resignations was given to local people.  A meeting was held with Yate and Pickup Bank Parish Council at which it was agreed that their clerk would help to get Eccleshill’s affairs in order and mentor Mrs. Mason, who has agreed to be clerk to Eccleshill Parish Council.  Network members expressed their gratitude for the assistance that the clerk, Yvonne Booth, is providing.
6.2
Patrick Deeth, Neighbourhood Co-ordinator is also involved and is liaising with the Council’s Legal Department on the matter of the Parish precept which hasn’t been claimed this year.

6.3
When everything has been brought up to date a line will be drawn under previous events and Eccleshill PC will start with a clean sheet.  A public meeting will be held to encourage people to volunteer to serve on the Parish Council.  This will be advertised in the press and local newsletters.  Elections will then be held.
6.4
It was noted that this is effectively the last chance for Eccleshill Parish Council to establish itself as an effective and accountable body.  If this attempt fails then it may well be necessary to ask the Secretary of State to disband it.  Member’s, however, hope that it will herald a new beginning for the Parish Council.
7.0
Members’ Reports

7.1
Eccleshill Gardens Residents Association: Quotes are being sought for draining the playing field but otherwise the Association’s work has been put to one side whilst the Parish Council is put in order.  It was noted that the Carus mill developers will make a donation towards the cost of refurbishing the playground at Eccleshill, providing there is a memorial to the late Councillor Fred Slater.  This is not a condition of the planning permission.
7.2
Millennium Green: The willow wall has been damaged and will be repaired as soon as the weather is better.
7.3
ERYCA: A fence and gate have been erected at the back of the Community Centre, providing it with security and preventing children congregating and making mischief.  ERCYA’s objectives for the year are to re-roof the Centre and install a kitchen.  Mrs. Dyer has completed a Part 1 Environmental Health Certificate.
7.3
St. Paul’s Church: The Carol Concert was held in the Community Centre because of inclement weather.  Attendance was very good with over 50 people turning up.  Mrs. Hornby extended her thanks to all who had supported the event and helped to bring it about.  The absence of lights on the Christmas tree for the Remembrance Sunday service had been noted and appreciated by those who attended.
7.4
Blacksnape Residents: Mr. Skipper explained that residents had come together to tackle the issue of speeding traffic.  They had continued to get to know one another through activities such as a community walk and had set up a web site to provide a place for information exchange http://www.blacksnape.co.uk  The Association will be producing its own newsletters.
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8.0
Any Other Business

8.1 Tree Plantations, Pickup Bank Common: Mr. Wild explained that in the mid-1990s the County Council had planted trees on parts of Pickup Bank Common.  Recently, the Parish Council decided it wanted to make improvements to one of these sites and contacted the Honour of Clitheroe for permission.  After some months they learned that the land in question had been sold to the County Council and transferred to Blackburn with Darwen when it became a unitary council.  The questions were, did this change of ownership affect the Commoners’ rights on the Common and could the Parish Council carry out its scheme to erect bird boxes and interpretation panels and put in benches?
Common rights remain unaffected by changes in ownership.  Any works on common land are subject to Commons Legislation, in particular the Law of Property Act 1925 (the relevant sections of which will be replaced by the Commons Act 2006 when it comes into effect later this year).  Restricted works are those which prevent or impede access, such as fencing, which is why the fencing protecting the trees had to have the permission of the Secretary of State and must be taken down within 15 years.  It is unlikely that the works proposed will require such permission; however, legal opinion will be sought to reassure the Parish Council that it is acting within the bounds of the law.
It was noted that a copy of the 1995 letter from the Secretary of State, which gives permission for the tree planting to go ahead and outlines the conditions of the permission, had been sent to the clerk to the Parish Council.

Date of Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Network will be held on Wednesday 28th March 2007 at 7:30 p.m. at the Rosins Country Hotel, Pickup Bank.
Ref: RHNS/SPPD/GK/ERN
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� A resident had approached Councillor Slater and expressed disappointment that pensioners would not receive their Christmas fruit basket as a consequence of the Parish Council folding.  In addition to making arrangements to safeguard the future of the Parish Council Councillor Slater put together and delivered 35 fruit baskets to Eccleshill pensioners.
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